
The Newport Protest – Teacher Notes 
 
KS2 History 
 
Skills 
Identify differences between ways of life at different times 
Identify significant people and describe events within and across periods. 
Understand why people did things, what caused specific events and the 
consequences of those events. 
Distinguish between fact and opinion 
Identify ways in which the past is represented and interpreted. 
 
Range 
Changes to people’s daily lives in the locality in the 19th Century 
Carry out investigations into the history around them and into life of people at 
different times and places in the past 
What was life like for rich and poor people? 
How have the daily lives of people at this time been represented and 
interpreted? 
What impact did people of this time have on their environment? 
 
 
KS3 History 
 
Skills 
Explain links between people, events and changes within period studied 
Recognise characteristic features of the period studied and diversity of 
experience in each one. 
Describe and analyse causes and consequences of historical events and 
situations. 
Evaluate significance of main events, people and changes studied. 
Consider differing views and representations of some historical events, people 
and changes. 
Identify and begin to assess why some historical interpretations are more 
valid than others. 
Select and summarise information accurately from sources. 
Begin to organise ideas and arguments to help understand historical issues 
and developments studied. 
 
Range 
Changes that happened in Wales, Britain and the wider world between 1760 
and 1914 and people’s reactions to them. 
Carry out investigations into historical issues on a (local) scale. 
What were the key changes in this period?  What impact did they have? 
What significance does this period of history have for our world today? 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity Suggestions 
 
Home Screen – The Mullock print 
 
This is probably the most famous representation of 3rd November 1839 but 
you will find other pieces in the image bank that show other views of the 
event, before and after.  This piece could be evaluated before or after the 
work on the uprising to consider accuracy. 
 
Using the onscreen questions as prompts, encourage the pupils to look 
closely at the image to help make sense of what is going on in the picture and 
who the main protagonists are. 
 

• What do they look like / how are they dressed? 

• Why do you think they are acting in this way? 

• Is everyone involved? 
 
Background information on the Newport uprising can be accessed via a 
button on this screen or pupils could use additional information sources of 
your choosing to find out more. 
 
 
What was life like for the rich and poor? – Living conditions 
 
The initial screen shows two very different scenes – a reconstruction of a 
middle / upper class room from 1810 and a drawing of the Nant y Glo 
Ironworks. 
 
Clicking on either image will take you to a larger version with hotspots 
providing more discussion points if reqd. 
 
Before using the questions or your own, encourage pupils to look closely at 
the pictures. 
 

• What can they see? 

• What might they have heard / smelt / tasted if actually there? 

• Why do they think they are being shown this picture? 
 
By clicking on the houses on the left, you can bring up a magnified version of 
part of the image. 
 
Any opinions can be recorded in books / notepads or on the onscreen 
notepad. 
 
These pictures show the extremes in each case so an interesting exercise for 
the pupils might be to investigate whether these images are an accurate 
example of conditions in the first part of the 19th century. 
 
 
 



 
 
What was life like for the rich and poor? – The Truck System 
 
Some ironmasters paid their workers with tokens instead of money, which had 
to be used at the shop owned by the ironmaster.  This was called the ‘truck 
system’ and could be very unfair as prices were often higher in these shops. 
 
 
This activity begins with pupils being shown photos of a company token (front 
and back. 
 

• What do you think this is? 

• Who do you think had these? 

• What do you think it was used for? 
 
Clicking ‘next’ will show pupils the answer.  Can they think why this method of 
payment could be unfair?  Any answers can again be recorded on screen. 
 
THE SECOND PART of this activity gives groups of pupils the opportunity to 
try a Truck Shop example out using modern money to reduce confusion. 
 
 
Conditions for children and young people 
 
Like the previous activity on ‘Living Conditions’, this activity gives pupil the 
chance to study two images showing very different conditions for the children 
and young people of the 19th Century. 
 
Clicking on either image gives you a larger version.  
 
Child in Mine – This is one of many images that could be used to show 
working conditions for children.  You can access similar images from NGfL 
Cymru’s ‘Coal Stories’ resource (Children at Work) and additional activities 
from Tom Maloney’s ‘Victorians Underground’ creative writing pack (also 
available on NGfL Cymru: 
 
www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/eng/coal-stories-c19 
 
www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/eng/ks2-victorians-underground 
 
The class or group are encouraged to put themselves in the position of the 
children in the image and respond using the text box creator to add comments 
that can be dragged around the image.  This work could also lead onto a 
piece of creative writing as extension work. 
 
Additional information can be obtained by using the info buttons at the bottom 
of the screen.  The Dowlais Burial Register image is particularly harrowing as 
it gives a clear indication of how many children were dying from disease and 
malnutrition. 



 
 
Middle / Upper class scene – This picture was obtained from Tredegar House 
in Newport and shows a very different set of conditions.  Using the same set 
of sensory questions, the pupils can again consider what it would have been 
like. 
 
To help focus observations, a translucent grid can be added over the image 
and pen tools can be used to record findings. 
 
A pop up text box can be used to give information about the lifestyle of the 
middle and upper classes if required. 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE – This resource covers some of the main reasons for the 
developing unrest in the 1830s in South East Wales but it would also be worth 
discussing other possible reasons, including: 
 

• The government were seen as ignoring the problems of working 
people. 

• Wages were low in most jobs. 

• In some chapels, ministers supported the Radicals, encouraging 
protest. 

 
An excellent thinking skills activity can be found in the KS3 resource ‘Turning 
Points in Welsh History 1485-1914’ by Stuart Broomfield and Euryn Madoc-
Jones. 
 
 
 
Was there a role for women during the uprising? 
 
This part of the resource has 3 areas:  
 
How did women support the Chartist movement? – This screen simply asks 
the pupils to think how women may have supported the movement.   They can 
then be shown the main ways, one by one, whilst being asked to consider 
how effective each action may have been. 
 
Did the Chartist leaders think that women had an important role to play? – the 
first part of this area provides the pupils with portraits of three of the main 
protagonists.  Clicking on each gives a quote showing how important these 
leaders thought the involvement of women was. 
 

• Can pupils consider why the leaders felt this way? 
 
The second part of the activity provides pupils with a broadsheet calling all 
men and women to attend a meeting in Newport.  The broadsheet can be 
read before pupils attempt to answer the questions available on screen from 
the woman’s point of view 



 
Did every woman support the Chartist movement? – It is important to 
acknowledge that not all women would have thought it right or safe to support 
the movement and, like the leader example earlier, clicking on either image on 
this screen gives pupils a quote to consider, taken from the trial in Monmouth. 
 
 
What was the legacy of the Chartist uprising? 
 
An area in two parts: 
 
The Charter - This activity introduces pupils to the measures demanded by 
the Chartists, aimed at giving the working man more power in deciding the 
laws and government of the land. 
 

• Do pupils understand what they all meant? 
 

• Do pupils think any of these measures are more important than others? 
 

• Would they have added any more? 
 
The class (or pupils in groups) can carry out the ordering activity on screen by 
dragging and dropping the measures once an order has been agreed. 
 
 
Was the Chartist movement a significant event? - This simple screen gives 
the teacher and pupils the opportunity to assess the impact of uprisings such 
as Newport via a set of ‘reveal’ buttons giving 4 main outcomes which can be 
discussed to complete the topic. 
 
 
Who was for and against the uprising? 
 
This activity can be used as a standalone exercise as well as part of the 
resource.  Ideally, you would use it before introducing pupils to the portraits of 
some of the Chartist leaders in the earlier activity. 
 
The aim of this activity is to reduce the stereotypical opinions that pupils may 
have.  John Frost, for example, was definitely not the typical working man 
from the mines. 
 
From the ‘portraits’ screen, pupils can click on each image to be given a pop 
up ‘CV’ of that person.  From information given and from pupils own opinions, 
can they deduce who supported the uprising? 
 
Answers are provided once pupils select ‘For’ or ‘Against’ below each image. 
 
Additional information about each of these men can be obtained by XXXX 
 
 



Image Bank 
 
In addition to the interactive activities, there is also an image bank to support 
the resource containing a range of files from Newport Museums Service. 
These include: 
 
-Images of John Frost (Old, young, his homes, lamentation) 
-Broadsheets 
-Newport Uprising (a collection of images to compare with Mullock’s print) 
-The Trial (Images from the trial, sentencing, and a list of jurors) 
-Remembering the Uprising (Mural, memorials, re-enactment photos) 
 
These can be used to extend the work covered above or to create additional 
activities around the topic. 
 
 


